
Water Resources Committee  
Regional Economic Area Partnership (REAP) 

Meeting Agenda 
8:30 a.m., November 15, 2010 

Hughes Metropolitan Complex 
Mayor Willis Heck, Chairman 

 

 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions – Mayor Willis Heck  (8:30) 

 
II.  Approval of the Minutes from the September 13, 2010 Meeting – Mayor Willis Heck  

 Recommended Action: Approve or modify minutes as needed. (p 2-5) 

 
III. 2010 Work Plan Review and Highlights – Mr. Dane Baxa  (8:40)   

 Review 2010 Work Plan, Achievements, and Community Visits  (p 6-8) 

 
IV. Presentation and Discussion of WRC Survey Results – Mr. Ed Flentje  (9:00) 

 Present and discuss 2010 WRC Survey Results (p 9-13) 

 
V. Strategic Planning Process – Ms. Misty Bruckner  (9:30) 

 Review REAP Strategic Planning Results, Aligning WRC Goals with REAP Strategies  

 
VI. Identification of Objectives for 2011 Work Plan – Mayor Willis Heck  (9:45) 

 Develop specific work plan objectives and action steps that meet the goals of the WRC 

 

VII. Break 

 
VIII. Water Resources Committee Budget and Staffing –  Mr. Joe Yager  (10:30) 

Recommended Action: Approve or modify 2011 WRC Budget (p 16-18) 

  
IX. Water Resources Committee 2011 Calendar – Mr. Dane Baxa  (10:40) 

 Recommended Action: Approve or Modify 2011 WRC 2011 Schedule of Meetings (p 19) 

   

X. Water Resource Planner  Scope of Work – Ms. Debra Baker  (10:50) 

 
XI. Report of the Executive Officer –  Mr. Dane Baxa  (p 20-22)  (11:00) 

a. Update on the Financial Review of Water Service Territory Agreements  

b. Conference and Meeting Summaries 

c. Upcoming Meetings, Conferences, and Training Opportunities 

 
XII. Unscheduled Business Items and Updates  (11:10) 

 
XIII. Adjourn – The Next WRC meeting is Monday January 10

th
 at 9:30 a.m. at the Hughes Metroplex. 

 

 

(8:35) 

10:20 

(11:15) 

(p 14-15) 
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REAP Water Resources Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

9:30 a.m., July 12, 2010 

Hughes Metropolitan Complex 

Commissioner Willis Heck, Chairman 

 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

 
Commissioner Willis Heck, City of Newton, called the meeting to order; members, staff and guests introduced 
themselves.  

 
II. Storm Water Bus Tour 

 

Mr. Dane Baxa, Executive Officer of the REAP Water Resources Committee, announced the October 14th 
Greenway Alliance Bust Tour of Johnson County’s regional stormwater management system.  It was noted that 

more information could be found on page three of the agenda packet.  Mr. Baxa stated that the tour was for 
mayors, other elected officials, and any other interested parties.  He noted that the tour was free and that 
participants would learn about the county’s stormwater management program and the impact of legislative 

issues on stormwater management in Johnson County.  Dr. Ed Flentje, Wichita State University (WSU), noted 
that the committee might want to consider adding a stormwater management item on the upcoming WRC 
survey.  Ms. Susan Erlenwein, Sedgwick County, also provided members with some information on Sedgwick 
County’s Stormwater Management Committee, which includes representatives from the county, cities, and 
watersheds.  Currently the committee is creating a technical document for stormwater management and is 
focusing on runoff and best practices.   
 

III. Hugo Wall School Update 

 
Ms. Misty Bruckner, WSU, provided committee members with an overview on the activities of the Hugo Wall 
School (HWS) at WSU.  It was noted that there had been a multitude of staffing changes within both the school 
and the Center for Urban Studies (CUS).  Mr. Bruckner stated that Dr. John Wong had taken the position of 
Chair of the Department of Urban and Public Leadership at the University of North Texas-Dallas.  It was noted 
that Dr. Nancy McCarthy Snyder had taken over the position of Director of the Hugo Wall School.  Ms. 
Bruckner also stated that Dr. Flentje had begun phased retirement and was not half time.  With regard to CUS, 
Ms. Bruckner noted that she had taken over as the Associate Director of the Center.  She also noted that Ms. 
Angela Buzard, former Executive Office for REAP WRC, had begun her work as the Director of the 
Environmental Finance Center (EFC) for EPA Region 7 and that Mr. Baxa had been hired as the new Executive 
Officer for the WRC.  Finally it was noted that Mr. David Pointer, Program Coordinator for the EFC, had also 
been brought no board to work in the EFC.  She was very proud to announce that both the school and center 
were both fully staffed.   
 
IV. Approval of the Minutes from July 12, 2010 

 
Ms. Kathy Sexton, City of Derby, moved (Mayor Terry Somers, City of Mount Hope) to approve the minutes of 
the July 12, 2010 meeting of the Water Resource Committee.  The motion passed unanimously.   
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V. Review Water Resources Work Plan 

 

Mr. Baxa discussed REAP’s strategic planning process and the Water Resources work plan.  It was noted that a 
copy of the 2010 work plan could be found on pages 9 and 10 of the agenda packet.  Mr. Baxa also announced 
the November 1st strategic planning retreat and turned the discussion over to Ms. Bruckner for more details.  
Ms. Bruckner stated that at the retreat REAP members would be looking at the next 3-5 years of REAP and 
what the organization wishes to accomplish during that time.  She noted that during the month of September 
staff would be researching other regional efforts and meet with various focus groups, followed by the 
distribution of surveys in October.  Finally, she noted that at the full retreat all research and findings would be 
presented and thoughts and insights would be taken from REAP members at that time.  Mr. Joe Yager, REAP 
Chief Executive Officer, noted that all members, alternates, and participants from REAP were encouraged to 
attend.  He stated that the retreat would run from 8 am to noon on the 1st and that the location of the retreat 
would be announced in the immediate future.  Mayor Willis Heck, City of Newton, noted that a separate retreat 
would be held on November 15th where the WRC would develop and expand on the committee’s work plan 

based on comments and discussions from the November 1st retreat and the committee’s survey results.  He 

encouraged members to familiarize themselves with the 2010 work plan before the retreat on November 1st.    
 
VI. REAP Water Resource Planner 

Ms. Deb Baker, KWO, provided committee members with an update on the REAP Water Resources Planner.  It 
was noted that a full report could be found on pages 11 and 12 of the agenda packet.  Ms. Baker noted that after 
the previous update at July WRC meeting that she and Ms. Buzard had spoken Dr. Mark Jakubauskas, Kansas 
University, about what was needed to make the planner a more complete and accurate tool and how to address 
various homeland security issues.  With regard to homeland security issues the committee discussed the use of a 
registration tool to provide more security to the information provided in the database.  It was noted that Dr. 
Jakubauskas suggested additional time from a GA, and that perhaps funding could be provided from both KWO 
and the WRC.  Ms. Baker noted, however, that funding was not available from KWO for additional updates.  
Ms. Buzard, Environmental Finance Center Director, noted that it may be possible to staff assistants with 
whatever funding is available, that this would be open for discussion, but that additional work was needed.  Dr. 
Flentje noted that any particular motion in regards of funding should be delayed, and project funds should be 
research to see what could be accomplished, and that staff should provided this information to the committee.  It 
was noted that a delay would only affect the tool’s usefulness to a small degree and that $3,000 would 

accomplish the bullets noted on page 11 of the agenda packet.   
 
Ms. Sexton moved, (Mayor Somers) to direct WRC staff to complete a scope of work and written research 
document for presentation at the next meeting on the updates needed for the REAP Water Resources 
Committee.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

VII. Kansas Water Authority Budget Update 

 
Mr. Dale Goter, City of Wichita, provided committee members with an update on the Kansas Water Authority 
budget for FY 2011 and the status of REAP’s request to the League of Kansas Municipalities.  It was noted that 

a copy of REAP’s letter of support could be found on page 13 of the agenda packet and a handout of the State 
Water Plan was passed out to committee members.  Mr. Goter noted that the ASR project was in the budget but 
that it would be a primary area to cut if the fund did not receive any of the mandated $6 million general fund 
transfer.  Ms. Baker noted that without the general fund transfer project cuts could be expected to continue and 
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that there was currently little hope for the general fund transfer.  Mr. Kurt Bookout, City of El Dorado, who also 
serves on LKM’s Environmental Committee and noted that he hoped that municipal fees from cities would not 
be raised to make up for the money not received from the general fund transfer.  The committee discussed the 
need to add an item to REAP’s legislative agenda on the state’s statutory commitment to the State Water Plan 
Fund.  Mr. Goter noted that cities have continued to pay the required fees and that the state should too.  It was 
noted that REAP’s letter of support to the LKM on the State Water Plan Fund tied into this.  Mr. Goter noted 
that the LKM utilities committee had endorsed the committee’s letter of support and that it would need to be 

approved by the legislative committee and full committee before it was included in LKM’s agenda.  Mr. Baxa 

stated that staff would put the issue of the state’s general fund transfer to the State Water Plan Fund to the 

Legislative Committee for inclusion on REAP’s legislative agenda.   
 

VIII. Hutchinson Reverse Osmosis Treatment Plant Update 

 
In the absence of Mr. Don Koci, City of Hutchinson, Mr. Baxa noted that a full update on Hutchinson’s Reverse 

Osmosis Treatment Plant could be found on page 14 of the agenda packet. 
 
IX. Rural Water District Economic Impact Study 

 

Ms. Sexton discussed the current situation of the Rural Water District Guidelines with Derby and an 
opportunity to develop an economic impact study to follow up on the guidelines with committee members.  She 
noted that the City of Derby was using the guidelines in conjunction with HB 2283 with Rural Water District 3.  
As the City of Derby continues through this process of interpreting the law, testing out the guidelines and 
possible mediation it was noted that an economic impact study on past agreements with rural water districts 
may be beneficial.  It was noted that cases with in the REAP region and the state would be helpful in determine 
what the financial cost of the territorial disputes are and how they affect municipalities.  Ms. Buzard noted that 
the EFC and WRC had already done some preliminary research on this issue.  Mr. Baxa noted that state would 
begin to research this issue to add further information to clarify the issue and give a state perspective.  It was 
noted that confidentiality may be an issue in new cases, but that old cases should be public record.   
 
X. Report of Regional Water Committees and Organizations 

 

GMD #2: 
 
Ms. Deb Ary, City of Wichita, noted that the next meeting for the GMD #2 was on the evening of the 13th and 
that a presentation would be presented on the study for the next phase of the ASR project. 
 
Sedgwick County Stormwater Management Advisory Board:   
 
Ms. Sexton provided a status update on the Sedgwick County Stormwater Management Advisory Board and a 
status report was passed out to all present committee members.   
 
ASR Update: 
 
Ms. Ary provided committee members with an ASR project update, noting that the project was moving full 
steam ahead, with bids on most projects coming in at 40-45% less than engineers had projected.  She noted that 
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the largest pipeline was still out to be bid on and that the project would be complete in 2012.  She also noted 
that there was a considerable amount of restructuring occurring at the city and that if anyone would like a tour 
of the ASR project to contact her at anytime.   
 
XI. Report of the Executive Officer 

 

Mr. Baxa provided committee members with an executive officer report, noting that a full report could be found 
on pages 15-20 of the agenda packet.  He noted that he hoped to visit each member jurisdiction of the WRC by 
November 15th and that he had currently been to 11 out of the 26 member communities.  He also encouraged 
participation by all on both the REAP and WRC surveys and asked members to send him any issues of 
importance to include on the surveys for the 2011 work plan.   
 

XII. Unscheduled Business 

 

XIII. Adjourn (The Annual REAP Retreat is Monday, November 1, 2010 and the next REAP WRC meeting 
is tentatively set for Monday, November 15, 2010, at 8:30 am at the Hughes Metroplex). 
 
 
 

Water Resources Committee Meeting Attendance for September 13, 2010 

Name Jurisdiction 

Jennifer McCausland City of Andover 
Clay Randel City of Ark City 
Harold Smith City of Bel Aire 
Dale Shaffer City of Benton 
Kent Brown City of Clearwater 
Kathy Sexton City of Derby 
Jim Craig City of Derby 
Kurt Bookout City of El Dorado 
Larry Mangan City of Wellington 
Terry Somers City of Mount Hope 
Willis Heck City of Newton 
Dana Walden City of Park City 
Karl Peterjohn Sedgwick County 
Susan Erlenwein Sedgwick County 
LaVonta Williams City of Wichita 
Dale Goter City of Wichita 
Deb Ary City of Wichita 
Deb Baker KWO 
Ed Flentje WSU 
Joe Yager WSU 
Angela Buzard WSU 
Becky Eby WSU 
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REAP Water Resources Committee 2010 Work Plan  
 
The REAP Water Resources Committee completed a survey of members, alternates and participants held a 
planning retreat on November 16, 2009. Based on the discussions at the retreat and survey results, the following 
work plan has been developed. The work plan is based on four Committee objectives, which are followed by 
specific strategies for implementation. 
 

I. Serve as a regional voice on policy issues concerned with water quality and supply before federal, state, 

and local agencies; and organize member engagement in legislative action where appropriate.  

1. Support the Municipal Utility Growth Issues Committee in seeking an amiable solution for 
municipalities and rural water districts, including education and potential action on the regional, 
state and national level. 

2. Encourage the Kansas Water Authority to see that the State Water Plan Fund is adequately funded 
and a balance between urban and rural priorities is achieved. 

3. Increase dialogue and provide informational resources for State Legislators on urban water issues.  
4. Work with the Division of Water Resources, Department of Agriculture to ensure municipalities 

are not limited by regulations pertaining to acquiring water rights that would impede a 
community’s ability to grow; including monitoring and providing support for the Water Rights 
Conservation Program.  

5. Serve as a liaison to the REAP Legislative Committee on issues the Water Resources Committee 
recommends as REAP legislative priorities.   

 

II. Serve as a regional forum for disseminating information regarding the various activities, programs, 

funding and initiatives of the federal, state, and local agencies involved in water quality and supply 

issues. 

1. Provide a forum for regional water issues through regular meetings of the Water Resources 
Committee as well as meetings of the Technical Subcommittee and establishment of special 
committees as needed.  

2. Monitor the activities of federal, state, and local agencies affecting water supply and water quality 
in the region and keep members advised of relevant issues and partnership opportunities. 

3. Encourage additional communities to join the Water Resources Committee through communication 
and invitation to committee meetings, conferences and events.  

 

III. Encourage regional collaboration on issues of water quality and supply.  
1. Identify and encourage the development of key elements necessary to create a regional water plan  

i. Continue to partner with the Kansas Water Office and the KU Environmental Studies 
Department to create a GIS based Natural Resource Inventory of the REAP region.  

ii. Work with the Kansas Water Office, Lower Arkansas and Walnut Basin Advisory 
Committees to develop collaborative efforts in the region. 

2. Conduct an annual regional water conference. 
3. Provide ongoing educational forums on legislative and policy related water issues.  

 
IV. Assemble informational resources related to water quality and supply issues for members. 

1. Annually survey and compile water and wastewater rate information for all REAP members.  
2. Provide information on water reuse and water conservation initiatives.  
3. Compile and disseminate information on the cumulative cost of water and wastewater service 

provision in the REAP region to serve as an educational tool. 
4. In consultation the REAP Executive Committee assess the Water Resources Committee’s progress 

since its inception and if deemed satisfactory, recommend sustainable funding for 2011 and 
beyond.  
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Support Staff Responsibilities 

The Center for Urban Studies, Wichita State University, continues to provide support staff to the REAP Water 
Resources Committee in the calendar year 2010, as follows; 
 

1. Performing a secretariat function for the committee, that is, preparing agendas and organizing 
committee, subcommittee, and special committee meetings, scheduling invited guests, disseminating 
meeting agenda materials, recording minutes of meetings, keeping official records for the committee, 
executing official communications, and assisting the committee in identifying regional issues and 
conducting research on those regional issues. 

2. Identify, monitor and update members on any legislative issues or initiatives regarding state water 
resources. 

3. Provide consultation and technical assistance in addressing priorities identified in the Committee Work 
Plan for 2010, specifically staffing the Water Resources Committee, Technical Subcommittee as 
needed, and any short-term special purpose committees, and conducting research in support of the 
issues before those committees. 

4. Continue to distribute the WaterWise newsletter informing committee members as well as other 
individuals about regional water related meetings and activities, with particular attention to policy 
related issues.  

5. Develop and coordinate ongoing educational forums including an annual regional water conference. 
6. Identify additional grant opportunities through the state and federal government to assist in water 

resource planning and development. 
7. Monitor and coordinate efforts with REAP legislative liaison on water related issues as needed.  
8. Attend and report on the meetings and activities for the following water related committees and 

agencies as necessary: 
 Kansas Water Authority  
 Groundwater Management District #2 
 Lower Arkansas and Walnut Basin Advisory Committees 
 Kansas Dept of Health and Environment (regional meetings) 
 Kansas Water Office  (regional meetings) 
 Environmental Protection Agency (regional meetings) 
 KDA Division of Water Resources (regional meetings) 
 Chamber Environmental Resources Committee 
 Kansas Rural Water Association  
 Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategies (regional meetings) 
 Various agency related conferences in the region and state 
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REAP Water Resources Committee 2010 Overview 

 

Brief History 

REAP has made water resource issues a high priority since its inception, and in 2000, a working group 
was established that led to the creation of the South Central Kansas Water Coalition (SCKWC). In 2007 
REAP and SCKWC members determined the region would be best served by establishing the Water 
Resources Committee (WRC) under REAP. The Committee was designated as self-sufficient with 
independent assessment and membership; and directed to provide a vehicle for cities and counties to work 
collaboratively on common issues, concerns and challenges relating to water supply and water quality.  
Today, the Water Resources Committee is comprised of twenty-seven (27) city and county governments 
in the region. 
 

2010 Highlights 

Water and Wastewater Rate Surveys were completed for all REAP member municipalities in an effort to 
compare rate structures for utilities and promote dialogue among communities as to the true cost of water 
and wastewater service. Surveys will be continually updated on an annual basis every January.  
 
The 3rd

 Annual Regional Water Conference titled “Funding a New Era of Water Service,” was held on 
May 27th  in El Dorado. Keynote speaker Gary L. Rowe from the United States Geological Survey, shared 
his experiences from working on the National Water Quality Assessment Program, studying trends in 
urbanization and its effect on water quality. Participants also toured the newly completed El Dorado 
Wetlands and Water Reclamation Facility.   
 
A new Rate Structure was adopted and will go in effect 2011.  This will provide the committee with a 
more equitable assessment structure, while also allowing REAPs strategic planning process to sustainably 
carry forward.  
 
The Water Resources Planner was developed and presented at REAP events, Basin Advisory 
Committees, and to other organizations.  The inventory provides GIS based data and gives a better 
understanding of the natural resources contained within the region, helping aid decision making with 
respect to land use and development decisions.   
 

The Guidelines for Transfer of Water Service Territory Between Cities and Rural Water Districts were 
developed in partnership with the Kansas Rural Water Association, Kansas Municipal Utilities, League of 
Kansas Municipalities.  These help prevent conflicts between RWDs and cities; provide factors for 
consideration to determine compensation in the case of annexation; and templates for case by case 
agreements.   
 

A letter supporting the Revaluation of the State Water Policy was submitted to the League of Kansas 
Municipalities (LKM).  The committee suggested reevaluation of the KWA representation, revenue 
sources and distribution of the state water fund, and the Kansas legislative process for introduction, 
consideration, and adoption of the annual KWA budget.  On October 12, 2010 the LKM formally adopted 
their legislative priorities including support for the revaluation of the state water policy. 
 

WaterWise continues to be a well-received informational resource for both members and outside officials. 
The newsletter has been inexistence for over two years now.  
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REAP WRC 2010 Survey Results

Number of 

Response(s) Response Ratio

23 65.7%
8 22.8%
1 2.8%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%
3 8.5%

35 100%

Number of 

Response(s) Response Ratio

26 74.2%
5 14.2%
1 2.8%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%
3 8.5%

35 100%

Number of 

Response(s) Response Ratio

20 57.1%
9 25.7%
3 8.5%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%
3 8.5%

35 100%

Number of 

Response(s) Response Ratio

17 48.5%
12 34.2%
3 8.5%
0 0.0%
0 0.0%
3 8.5%

35 100%

1.  Serve as a Regional Forum for disseminating information regarding the various activities, programs, 

funding and initiatives of the federal, state, and local agencies involved in water quality and supply issues. 

Very Important
Important
Moderately Important
Of Little Importance
Unimportant
No Responses
Total

2 Comment(s)

2.  Serve as a Regional Voice on policy issues concerned with water quality and supply before federal, state, 

and local agencies, and organize member engagement in legislative action when appropriate. 

Very Important
Important
Moderately Important
Of Little Importance
Unimportant
No Responses
Total

2 Comment(s)

3.  Encourage Regional Collaboration on issues of water quality and supply. 

Very Important
Important
Moderately Important
Of Little Importance
Unimportant
No Responses
Total

2 Comment(s)

4.  Assemble Informational Resources related to water quality and supply issues for members. 

Very Important
Important
Moderately Important
Of Little Importance
Unimportant
No Responses
Total

2 Comment(s)
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Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent of the 
total respondents selecting the option. Very Important Important Moderately Important

Of Little 

Importance Unimportant

4 20 6 1 0

13% 65% 19% 3% 0%

4 17 9 1 0

13% 55% 29% 3% 0%

11 14 4 2 0

35% 45% 13% 6% 0%

12 15 3 1 0

39% 48% 10% 3% 0%

11 7 10 2 1

35% 23% 32% 6% 3%

2 16 12 1 0

6% 52% 39% 3% 0%

3 15 11 2 0

10% 48% 35% 6% 0%

9 9 9 4 0

29% 29% 29% 13% 0%

13 10 8 0 0

42% 32% 26% 0% 0%

Aquifer Storage and Recovery: The WRC 
should continue to support state financial 
participation in the Equus Beds Aquifer Storage 
and Recovery (ASR) Project, to ensure the 
quantity and quality of water resources for the 
future.

Water Resource Planner: The WRC should 
continue to develop and disseminate 
information on the GIS based map of the REAP 
region with multiple layers of natural resource 
data, which can be used by communities for 
land use planning.

Database Water Resources Studies: The 
WRC should continue to complie water 
resources studies with the Division of Water 
Resources to an ongoing database made 
available to REAP members.

Rural Water District Guidelines: The WRC 
should continue to monitor and research the 
economic impacts of the transfer of service 
territory between cities and rural water districts.

Committee Membership: The WRC should 
continue to encourage additional communities 
to join the Water Resources Committee 
through communication and inviation to 
committee meetings, conferences, and events.

5.  The level of importance  each item merits in terms of Committee support and involvement in the upcoming year. 

Regional Water Conference: The WRC 
should continue to coordinate a Regional 
Water Conference to promote education and 
networking opportunities on water issues with 
the REAP region.

WaterWise Newsletter: The WRC shoud 
continue to produce a bi-monthly publication 
that promotes education and communication 
among the region by highlighting important 
projects, activities, and opportunities from the 
region, state, and nation.

Water and Wastewater Rate Survey: The 
WRC should continue to annually survey and 
update the database of member water and 
wastewater utility rates.

State Water Plan Fund: The WRC should 
identify and advise state elected officials on 
issue related to the funding of the State Water 
Plan to ensure that the Plan is adequately 
funded.
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Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent of the 
total respondents selecting the option. Very Important Important Moderately Important

Of Little 

Importance Unimportant

7 16 5 1 0

24% 55% 17% 3% 0%

6 17 6 0 0

21% 59% 21% 0% 0%

2 16 10 1 0

7% 55% 34% 3% 0%

2 11 13 3 0

7% 38% 45% 10% 0%

13 14 2 0 0

45% 48% 7% 0% 0%

11 15 3 0 0

38% 52% 10% 0% 0%

11 14 4 0 0

38% 48% 14% 0% 0%

5 13 11 0 0

17% 45% 38% 0% 0%

7 12 10 0 0

24% 41% 34% 0% 0%

2 15 12 0 0

7% 52% 41% 0% 0%

6.  The level of importance each item merits in terms of Committee support and involvement in the upcoming year. 

Groundwater Management District #2: The 
purpose of GMD #2 is to properly manage the 
quality and quantity of the groundwater 
resources located within the Equus Beds 
Aquifer.

Lower Arkansas and Walnut Basin Advisory 

Committees (BAC): These Basin Advisory 
Committees provide insight and advice on 
water issues to the Kansas Water Authority 
and serve as a forum for community 
involvement.

Watershed Restoration and Protection 

Strategy (WRAPS): The various WRAPS 
programs within the REAP region work to 
enhance regional watersheds through 
conservation education and the implementation 
of best management practices.

Environmental Sustainability Committee: 
This Visioneering committee promotes the 
sustainability of the region by facilitating 
collaboration and integrated solutions among 
individuals and organizations.

Kansas Water Authority (KWA): The KWA is 
responsible for advising the Governor, 
Legislature, and Director of the Kansas Water 
Office on water policy issues and for approving 
the Kansas Water Plan.

Kansas Water Office (KWO): The KWO works 
with the KWA, as well as with members of the 
12 BACs and other local stakeholders, to 
identify water issues to be considered for policy 
enactment and the creation of the State Water 
Plan.

Division of Water Resources (DWR): The 
Kansas DWR is responsible for administering 
32 laws and responsibilities, including the 
Water Appropriate Act, which governs how 
water is allocated and used.

Kansas Rural Water Association: The KWRA 
is dedicated to helping public water systems 
provided the quality and quantiy of water 
needed by their customers and communities.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Region 7: The mission of the EPA is to protect 
human health and safeguard the natural 
environment - air, water, and land - upon which 
life depends.

Environmental Finance Center (EFC): The 
EFC works to promote the development of 
financially and environmentally sustainable 
communities and works to connect government 
entities with outside agencies.
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Top number is the count of respondents 
selecting the option. Bottom % is percent of the 
total respondents selecting the option. Very Important Important Moderately Important

Of Little 

Importance Unimportant

6 10 6 4 3

21% 34% 21% 14% 10%

5 11 11 2 0

17% 38% 38% 7% 0%

4 11 14 0 0

14% 38% 48% 0% 0%

13 8 8 0 0

45% 28% 28% 0% 0%

9 8 10 2 0

31% 28% 34% 7% 0%

12 12 3 2 0

41% 41% 10% 7% 0%

3 17 5 4 0

10% 59% 17% 14% 0%

2 3 7 10 7

7% 10% 24% 34% 24%

11 7 8 2 1

38% 24% 28% 7% 3%

7.  The level of importance each item merits in terms of Committee support and invovlement in the upcoming year. 

Topeka-Based Representation: The WRC 
should contract for a legislative liason in future 
legislative sessions should items of importance 
related to water arise.

Air Quality: The WRC should address regional 
air quality initiatives, particularly those 
associated with Ozone non-attainment status, 
which will have an impact on the regional 
economy.

Water Rights, Conservation as a Beneficial 

Use: The WRC should participate in research 
and support legislation that addresses 
conservation as a beneficial use of water for 
water rights policy.

Stormwater: The WRC should monitor and 
disseminate information on regulations and 
best management practices associated with 
storm water.

Wastewater: The WRC should review and 
formulate recommendations to the State for 
improving wastwater treatment regulations.

Grant Opportunties: The WRC should 
monitor, inform, and assist members on 
regional grant opportunities.

Water Conservation: The WRC should 
engage in research and education related to 
water conservation practices that could be 
implemented in the region.

Address Long-term Water Demand: The 
WRC should facilitate discussions among 
municipal water suppliers that encourage 
interconnections and address long-term water 
demands.

Encourage Redundancy in Water Supplies: 

The WRC should facilitate discussions among 
municipal water suppliers that encourage 
interconnections and provide redundancy 
among suppliers in cases of emergency.
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1.  Serve as a Regional Forum for disseminating information regarding the various activities, programs, funding and initiatives of the 

federal, state, and local agencies involved in water quality and supply issues.  - Comments

More emphasis needs to be place on Waste water.
What's the best way to introduce new topics for the WRC to discuss?

need to be more than another voice to chapion for Wichita
Friends of the KAW lawsuit - could this be a benefit to cities?  Some discussion that the lawsuit focuses more on making agriculture "pony up" 

Utilization of El Dorado Lake by the City of Wichita seems like an obvious topic that has been discussed very little.
Regional being the key word in this
Answer
3.  Encourage Regional Collaboration on issues of water quality and supply.  - Comments

Answer

2.  Serve as a Regional Voice on policy issues concerned with water quality and supply before federal, state, and local agencies, and 

organize member engagement in legislative action when appropriate.  - Comments

4.  Assemble Informational Resources related to water quality and supply issues for members.  - Comments
Answer

This was the rational for the groups creation and needs to continue to be important.
In the beginning of REAP this was one of the primary tasks, putting together a data base of studies by all member cities.  We have not seen the 
results.
5.  The level of importance each item merits in terms of Committee support and involvement in the upcoming year.  - Comments
Answer

I've not yet seen the database so I think you need to get that information out.  i also think you should have polled the members to ask what 
questions should be on this survey.
6.  Yhe level of importanceeach item merits in terms of Committee support and involvement in the upcoming year.  - Comments
Answer

[No Responses]
7.  The level of importance each item merits in terms of Committee support and invovlement in the upcoming year.  - Comments
Answer

The water committee should focus on water with one set of stakeholders.  There should be a separate air quality comittee with other stakeholders 
including planning and transportation folks.  An air quality committee may have some over lap with some municipality personnel but probably not a 
lot.
Why would a water committee get involved in Air Quality issues?  They are important,may be REAP should address this issue, not the WRC.
If we are under the umbrella of REAP, their legislative liason should be able to vocalize our concerns relating to water issues.
8.  Other Comments: What other strategies or issues should the REAP Water Resources Committee address to help achieve the 

committee's overall objectives of being a regional voice, forum, collaborator, and informational resource?  - Responses
Answer

Overall committments are good
Really need to pay close attention to the upcoming changes in storm water regulations.
Encourage Wichita to be more of a partner and less of a controller.
Making legislative and regulatory issues known and looking for grant opportunities for the region.
Need a collaborative voice that speaks out about the potential EPA regulations for stormwater quality.  We are not against improving water quality 
but unfunded mandates proposed by the EPA could have a major impact on City budgets especially those with smaller populations.
Listen to cities other than Wichita
I think many feel the topics that have been discussed in the past mainly pertain to the City of Wichita.  We get very little discussion at the WRC 
meetings.

Perhaps staff attendence at every basin advisory meeting is not necessary, but staying abreast of the discussion via meeting minutes could lighten 
the load.

Answer

Any action pertaining toward recreational use of the Arkansas River.

Water Conservation Issues at all levels of government
Look for grant funding for planning, infrastructure, conservation, implementation.
Issues dealing with Water.

Could spend less time on attending REAP economic development meetings.
Issues that don't deal with Water.
Air quality is important, just should not be a function of this committee. It dilutes the purpose.
ASR, Air Quality
Many meetings are too long due to revisiting old issues at length.  The "us against them" mentality when discussing the RWD situation showed a 
lack of wanting a cooperative solution by some.

Rural water development.
Information gathering and sharing, Grant opportunities, Water quantity and quality issues other than ASR
managing the importance of Waste water in relationship to Drinking water
Regional water issues.  Cost, quality and quantity of water for this region.

Answer

REAP WRC 20101Survey Results (Additional Comments)

9.  Less Time: What should the REAP Water Resources Committee spend less time on?  - Responses

Topics that benefit only a small percentage of the REAP members.
10.  More Time: What should the REAP Water Resources Committee spend more time on?  - Responses
Answer
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REAP Retreat and Strategic Planning Notes 
November 1, 2010 

 
Process 
With changes in REAP leadership, current and anticipated requests from other organizations, and the economic 
environment, a strategic planning process was determined to be the best process to reinforce the value of the 
REAP organization, strengthen commitment to the REAP mission and set forth a framework for the direction of 
the REAP organization. 
 
In coordination with the REAP strategic planning process, staff conducted individual interviews with key partners 
and stakeholders (GWEDC, SCKEDD, WA, WAMPO, WSU, Regional ED Partners group, etc.) to identify critical 
issues for the REAP organization.  In addition, at the beginning of October, staff conducted strategic planning 
focus groups with former REAP leaders and city and county managers.  The meetings and interviews were to 
help identify REAP’s strengths, determine current and future challenges, and help define its role and purpose for 
the region.  In addition, staff utilized the annual survey to collect data from the membership at large on current 
operations.  REAP then held a strategic planning session on Monday, November 1, 2010 at the Sedgwick County 
Extension Office.  This process was designed to engage REAP members and stakeholders in discussion on the 
future direction and sustainability of REAP over the next three to five years.  All documents and materials from 
the retreat are available on the REAP website. 
 
The retreat included Mayor Laura McConwell (Mission) who is a current Board Member of the Mid America 
Regional Council (MARC) in Kansas City who focused on the importance of jurisdictions working together across 
traditional boundaries.  There was also a panel response that allowed participants to hear perspectives from 
business, workforce development, and local government.  The panel included Mr. Steve Martens (The Martens 
Companies), Mr. Keith Lawing (Workforce Alliance of South Central Kansas), and former REAP Chair Mr. John 
Waltner (Harvey County).  Participants also reviewed a report on a comparative analysis of other regional 
organizations and held group discussions of issues that REAP may face in the next 3-5 years.  The retreat was 
facilitated by Ms. Misty Bruckner of the Hugo Wall School, Wichita State University.  
 
Proposed Roles and Strategies 
The following roles were developed through the input of the stakeholder interviews, survey results, and focus 
groups.  The strategies beneath each role were developed by the participants of the retreat who were asked to 
also vote on each strategy which is reflected by the order and vote tally. 
 
1) Providing a regional voice to support fundamental economic development.  

a) Creating sustainable infrastructure (ie water, transport, economic development) - 30 votes 
b) Regional branding process about what REAP is – 27 votes 
c) System and structures in place to take REAP to the next level (processes, staff, committees, etc.) – 24 

votes 
d) Reach out to private sector stakeholders – 18 votes 
e) Build trust by informing all partners on the value of economic development – 17 votes 
f) Open up forum to other organizations – 7 votes 
g) Oversight organization for economic development in REAP region…regional funding effort – 5 votes 
h) Commitment from all policy makers – 3 votes 
i) Connecting with partners and stakeholders, groups that focus on sustainable development – 1 vote 
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2) Educating stakeholders on topics of economic interest to our region. 

a) Create a communication/education plan to connect with: own membership, legislative delegation, 
grassroots citizens, local chambers, media, congressional offices – 32 votes 

b) REAP staff report to communities – 27 votes 
c) Outreach to communities who were formerly active in REAP plus regular communication with current 

members – 22 votes 
d) Clarify mission on economic development vs. economic partnerships – 21 votes 
e) Training sessions for new elected officials – 15 votes 
f) Development of reciprocal appreciation between all partners/communities – 5 votes 
g) Educating stakeholders on the importance of economic development – 4 votes 

 
3) Guiding state and national policy issues that impact economic development of our region. 

a) Engage local leadership to represent the region in Topeka, not only a lobbyist – 43 votes 
b) Strategies to look at more funding for our region…fair share from Topeka – 34 votes 
c) Coordinate a common regional economic development agenda – 26 votes 
d) Determine a proactive way to identify policy issues for specific industries – 20 votes 
e) Utilize and leverage opportunities to share REAP issues at the federal level…ie national league of cities 

event – 6 votes 
f) Ongoing strategy for engagement of state and national….more than just a policy summit – 5 votes 
g) Send quarterly updates to legislators – 4 votes  
h) Strategies on engaging in federal policies that affect us locally – no votes 

 
4) Supporting regional planning efforts in issues impacting the economic environment. 

a) Educate and engage citizens on the benefits of sustainable planning efforts – 27 votes 
b) Engage professional staff in multiple jurisdictions in collaborative planning – 25 votes 
c) MAPD still an appropriate structure…what is REAP’s role? – 17 votes  
d) Convening workgroups on specific planning efforts – 17 votes 
e) Capitalize on other regional planning efforts - 15 votes  
f) Determine how REAP can become an important player in transportation (MAPD), evaluate is  
g) Involve REAP in WAMPO efforts  - 12 votes 
h) Developing a process to prioritize economic development wants and needs – 7 votes 
i) Develop an understanding that regionalism perspectives differ – no votes 

 
5) Being proactive in identifying emerging issues and encouraging dialogue. 

a) Understand that regional planning is important and we are not doing it – 36 votes 
b) Agenda process that encourages active participation and issue identification – 34 votes 
c) Formalize roles of elected members/professional staff….create a balance – 34 votes 
d) Create a strategy that determines which issues are regional vs. city to city – 20 votes 
e) Expand communication to outreach groups – 11 votes 

 
Expectations Moving Forward 
The retreat provided good input into the process, including some roles and strategies for REAP to consider.  
These will be used in combination with information from the annual surveys during the upcoming Committee 
meetings to develop work plans or action steps for 2011.  The work of the Committees will then be forwarded to 
the REAP Executive Committee and a draft product will be presented at the December 13 REAP meeting for 
formal adoption. 
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REAP Water Resources Committee Budget Projections for Year End 2010 

 

 

REAP WRC Revenues  

Revenues 

Adopted 

Budget 

Current 

Revenues 

Projected 

Revenues 

Annual Membership Assessments $84,400 $80,400 $80,400 
Special Assessments 0 0 0 
Other Revenues Received $2,200 $5,719 $5,941 
Carryover Funds $42,520 $43,596 $43,596 
    
Total $129,120 $129,714 $129,936 

 
 
 
 
REAP WRC Expenditures  

Expenditures 

Adopted 

Budget 

Current 

Expenditures 

Projected 

Expenditures 

Staffing   $72,584 $54,438 $72,584 
Operating         
  Current office expense $7,260 $5,445 $7,260 
  Consultation and technical assistance $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 
  Other operating—general  $7,000 $1,761 $2,349 
  Legislative liaison $5,000 $0 $0 
  Project funds $15,000 $3,732 $4,976 
      
Total   $111,844 $70,377 $92,169 

 

 
 
 
 
2010 REAP WRC Available Funds  

  Total 

Projected 

Revenues 

Total Projected 

Expenditures Total Available Funds 

2010 Budget Projections $129,936  $92,169  $37,767  
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REAP Proposed Budgets for 2011 

 

REAP 2011 Water Resources Committee Budget 
Proposed 11/15/10 

 
 

Projected WRC Revenues for 2011 

Revenues Amount Description 

Annual Membership Assessments $82,850 Membership dues 
Special Assessments - Special assessments 
Other Revenues Received $3,000 Interest and other revenues received (estimated) 
Carryover Funds $37,780 Prior-year carryover (estimated) 
   
Total $126,630  

 
Annual fees for membership in REAP are assessed each calendar year, in accord with REAP Bylaws as follows: 

Cities 

 Cities with population above 20,000: $4,000 plus $.075 per capita. 

 Cities with population between 10,000 and 20,000: $3,000 plus $.075 per capita. 
 Cities with population between 3,000 and 10,000: $1,000 plus $.075 per capita. 
 Cities with population under 3,000:  $300 plus $.075 per capita. 

Counties 

 Counties: $800 flat base assessment  

 
Proposed REAP WRC Budget for 2011 

Expenditures Amount Description 

Staffing       

  Executive Officer $48,384 Compensation and benefits 
  Graduate assistant $15,951 Compensation and benefits 
Staffing Subtotal   $64,335   

Operating       

  Current office expense $6,430 Computing, telephone, fax, equipment, etc. 
  Consultation and technical assistance $5,000 Addtl assistance through WSU or other sources 
  Other operating—general  $7,000 Meeting expense, memberships, travel, etc. 
  Legislative liaison $5,000 Topeka-based representation, receptions, travel 
  Project funds $15,000   
Operating Subtotal $38,430   

    
Total  $102,765  

 

 

Total Proposed REAP WRC Budget for 2011 

 

Total Revenues Total Expenditures Total Remaining Balance 

$126,630  $102,765  $23,865  

 
 

Note: Table of annual WRC membership assessments for calendar year 2011 is on the following page. 
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REAP Proposed Budgets for 2011 

 

Assessments of WRC Members for Calendar-Year 2011 

Jurisdiction Population* Assessment 

Andover 10,581 $3,794 
Arkansas City 10,977 $3,823 

Bel Aire 6,873 $1,515 
Benton 808 $361 

Butler Co. 64,084 $800 
Clearwater 2,437 $483 

Derby 22,923 $5,719 
El Dorado 12,643 $3,948 
Goddard 4,048 $1,304 

Harvey Co. 34,247 $800 
Hesston 3,829 $1,287 

Hutchinson 40,795 $7,060 
Kechi 1,796 $435 

Kingman Co. 7,571 $800 
Maize 3,346 $1,251 

McPherson 13,323 $3,999 
McPherson Co. 28,866 $800 

Mt. Hope 872 $365 
Newton 18,437 $4,383 

Park City 8,029 $1,602 
Rose Hill 4,091 $1,307 
Sedgwick 1,694 $427 

Sedgwick Co. 490,864 $800 
Sumner Co. 23,488 $800 

Valley Center 6,638 $1,498 
Wellington 7,677 $1,576 

Wichita 372,186 $31,914 
Total   $82,850 

* Population is based on the 2010 State certification. 
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REAP Water Resources Committee 

Meeting Schedule for 2011 

 

Regular bi-monthly meetings in 2010 will generally be conducted on the second Monday of the 

month, following the REAP meeting, at 9:30 a.m. Meetings will be held in the Sudermann Room 

at the Wichita State Hughes Metropolitan Complex located at 5015. E. 29th St. North unless 

otherwise noted.  

 

January 10, 2011  

 

March 14, 2011 

 

May 26, 2011* (REAP Regional Water Conference) 

 

July 11, 2011 

 

September 12, 2011 

 

November 7, 2011  

 

*The Water Conference date has been the 4th Thursday of May, pending the availability of the 

site.  The site location is to be determined.  

 

The Water Resources Committee Technical Sub-Committee will meet on an as-needed basis. 
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Report of the Executive Officer  

 
REAP Water Resources Community Visits 

By mid-November, Executive Officer Dane Baxa and staff will have met with all 27 Water Resource 
Committee member cities and counties.  During these meetings, we discussed each community’s 
source(s) of drinking water, the treatment and/or transfer processes, waste water treatment and disposal, 
and stormwater issues.  Many members appreciate the committee’s educational opportunities such as our 
WaterWise, water and wastewater rates studies, regional water conference, and stormwater bus tour.   
 
REAP Financial Review of Water Service Territory Agreements Update 

The WSU Environmental Finance Center and REAP WRC are partnering to complete a financial review 
of water service territory agreements between cities and rural water districts. This review will study the 
long term financial impacts of several agreements from across the state.  We are currently gathering 
information from communities to put together the review. 
 

Conference and Meeting Summaries 

 

2010 LKM Annual Conference 

Staff attended the League of Kansas Municipalities Annual Conference held on October 9th through the 
12th in Overland Park.  During the conference LKM finalized their legislative priorities for the year; this 
included additions and updates to the LKM’s Statement of Municipal Policy.  While LKM removed 

conservation as a beneficial use from the statement, they included REAP’s suggestions for a 

reevaluation of current state water policy.  This included a statement supporting the reevaluation of 
Kansas Water Authority representation; revenue sources and distribution for the state water plan fund; 
and, the process for adopting the annual state water plan fund budget, as suggested by the REAP WRC.   
For the LKM’s complete municipal policy please visit http://www.lkm.org/smp/ 
 
Johnson County Stormwater Bus Tour  

OnOctober 14th The REAP WRC partnered with the GreenWay Alliance to host a “Stormwater 
Solutions Tour,” to Johnson County.  Over 50 city and county leaders and educators from the REAP 
region visited many multi-benefit storm water collection sites that help slow and filter stormwater and 
provide green space for their communities.  For a complete story from the Wichita Eagle covering the 
event, please visit: http://www.kansas.com/2010/10/15/1543127/johnson-co-succeeds-at-green-
stormwater.html.  To get all of the presentations from tour please visit: http://reap-ks.org/water.html. 
 

Water and the Future of Kansas Conference  

The Water and the Future of Kansas Conference was held on October 26th, at the Capitol Plaza Hotel in 
Topeka, Kansas.  The Conference consisted of one morning general session, a lunch presentation on The 
State Economy, and two afternoon general sessions.  The morning general session focused on the key 
issues involving water in Kansas, including presentations by former Governor Mike Hayden, Secretary 
of the Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, on Sustaining Kansas Water Resources and Secretary 
of Agriculture, Josh Svaty, on the Structure of Sustainability.  Afternoon breakout sessions included 
presentations on watershed sedimentation, water quality, watershed conservation, municipal water 
sustainability, and nutrient management.  For a full conference agenda and presentations please visit: 
www.dce.k-state.edu/. 
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Kansas Water Authority Meeting 
The Kansas Water Authority (KWA) met on November 4th and 5th in Beloit, KS.  The KWA discussed 
their Reservoir Roadmap, Dam Safety and Rehabilitation recommendations, and discussed creating a 
“security district,” that will own and manage storage in the Kanopolis Reservoir.  They also reviewed 
their report to the governor and legislature which highlights the State Water Plan Fund 
recommendations, the ASR project in Wichita, and other water issues initiatives in Kansas.  To see the 
full report, please visit: http://www.kwo.org/KWA/Rpt_2010_KWA_Rpt_Gov_Leg.pdf. 
 

Groundwater Management District #2 

The Groundwater Management District Number 2 (GMD #2) Board of Directors met on November 9.  
After the unfortunate passing of Chris Carrier, GMD 2 board member and City of Wichita Public Works 
Director, the GMD #2 board voted to fill the vacancy with Joseph Pajor, Assistant Director of Public 
Works, City of Wichita, for the remainder of the term.  He will hold the position until the election at the 
January 2011 annual meeting, where Mr. Pajor has indicated plans for running for a full 3 year term. 
 
WaterWise – November/December Edition 

Please note the attached edition of the November/ December WaterWise.  Staff would welcome any 
suggestions for upcoming stories.   
 

Upcoming Conferences and Training Opportunities 

American Water Resources Association 2010 Annual Water Resources Conference 

The American Water Resources Association will hold its 2010 Annual Water Resources Conference 
November 1-4 at the Loews Philadelphia Hotel in Philadelphia, PA.  For preliminary program and to 
register for this year’s conference please visit: http://www.awra.org/index.html.   
 

Interstate Council on Water Policy Annual Meeting 

The Interstate Council on Water Policy will hold their annual meeting on Tuesday, November 30th 
through Thursday, December 2nd at the Intercontinental Hotel in Tampa.  Meeting registration and a 
draft program will be available soon at www.icwp.org/cms/.  
 

2010 NGWA Ground Water Expo and Annual Meeting 

The National Ground Water Association will hold their annual expo and meeting December 7-10 in Las 
Vegas.  For more information please visit: https://info.ngwa.org/servicecenter/Meetings.  
 

State Association of Kansas Watersheds Annual Meeting 

The State Association of Kansas Watersheds Annual Meeting will take place on January 20-21 at the 
Holiday Inn West in Topeka.  For more information on registration and the meeting’s program please 
visit: http://www.sakw.org/index.asp?DocumentID=935.  
 

Kansas Natural Resources Conference 

The 2011 Kansas Natural Resources Conference will be held in Wichita, Kansas, on January 20-21 at 
the Airport Hilton.  This year’s conference is titled Through the Haze – The Role of Fire on the Prairie.  
For more information on the conference please visit: http://www.kaws.org/whats-new. 
 

Kansas Ground Water Association Annual Convention and Trade Show 

The 2011 Kansas Ground Water Association Annual Convention and Trade Show will be held in 
Hutchinson, Kansas, on January 21-22 at the Grand Prairie Hotel & Convention Center.  Conference 
participants will obtain the 8 hours of Continuing Education units required for a licensed contractor each 
year.  For more information on the conference please email haysemgt@havilandtelco.com. 
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2011 Kansas Rural Water Association Conference 

The 2011 Kansas Rural Water Association Annual Conference will take plan on March 29-31 in 
Wichita.  Conference updates can be found at http://www.krwa.net/conference.  
 
Upcoming meetings  

 Environmental Sustainability Alliance Meeting: November 18, Exploration Place, Wichita 
 REAP 2010 South Central Kansas Legislative Policy Summit: December 2, Courtyard Marriot at 

Old Town, Wichita 
 REAP Meeting: December 13, National Center for Aviation Training, Wichita 
 Kansas Water Authority Meeting: January 26 &27, Topeka, KS 

 

REAP Water Resources Website Activity Update  

For the months of September and October, there were 413 and 333 visits, respectively, to pages on the 
REAP website that contained information about the Water Resources Committee. September and 
October numbers show a increase in visits from August’s 372 visits, followed by a decrease from both 
August’s and September’s visits in October.  In October, 128 of the 333 visits were to WRC specific 
pages such as the WRC Homepage, WRC Member Contact Information, Rural Water District 
Guidelines, and 2010 Wastewater Surveys. The average time spent by visitors on the REAP website 
increased from 201 seconds in August, to 295 seconds in September. 
   
 

Specific Page Number of Views 

(September) 

Number of Views  

(October) 

List of Upcoming Events 20 24 
List of Meetings 76 51 

Outline of Separate Committees 106 60 
Staff Contact Information 65 70 

WRC Homepage 115 103 
WRC Member Contact Information 8 10 

Rural Water District Guidelines 7 9 
2010 Residential Water Rates 16 6 

Total WRC Related Page Views 413 333 
 

Views by Page and Month 
 

Submitted By: 

Dane Baxa and the Water Resources Committee 
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From the REAP Water Resources Committee From the REAP Water Resources Committee From the REAP Water Resources Committee    

Looking Ahead 

November 4-5 

1:00 PM & 8:45 AM 

Kansas Water Authority 

Meeting 

Beloit, KS 

 

November 9 

1:00 PM 

GMD # 2 Meeting 

Halstead, KS 

 

November 15 

REAP Water Resources 

Committee Meeting 

8:00 AM - Noon 

WSU Metroplex 

 

November 18 

3:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Environmental   

Sustainability Alliance 

Meeting 

Exploration Place 

 

December 2 

9:30 AM - 5:00 PM 

South Central Kansas 

Legislative Policy  

Summit 

Courtyard Marriot - Old 

Town 

November /

December 

2010 

REAP Begins Work on Strategic Plan  

On November 1, 2010 REAP and the REAP  

Water Resources Committee members will 

gather at the Sedgwick County Extension  

Offices for the Partnership's annual retreat.  

This will mark the beginning of  

REAP’s work toward drafting a 

strategic plan for the next three to 

five years.  This is the first time 

REAP has gone through the  

strategic planning process and the 

REAP Water Resources Committee 

will be involved in all planning efforts.   

Following REAP’s Annual Retreat the REAP 

WRC will meet at the WSU Metroplex to  

discuss the Committee’s 2011 work plan.  

Results from the REAP WRC survey 

will also be presented, and used to 

determine the committee’s  

priorities for 2011.  For more  

information please contact Dane 

Baxa at: dane.baxa@wichita.edu.   

 

EPA Issues Water Infrastructure 

Sustainability Policy 

The EPA recently issued its new Clean Water 

and Drinking Water Infrastructure Policy, in 

an effort to promote sustainable  

infrastructure within the water sector.  One of 

the biggest challenges facing the water sector 

is the sustainable management of water  

infrastructure.  Communities across the  

nation are currently faced with a variety of 

water infrastructure challenges, stemming 

from aging systems in need of both repair 

and improvement.  In their policy the EPA  

emphasizes the need to build on existing 

efforts to promote sustainable water  

infrastructure and encourages communities 

to develop sustainable systems.  Through a 

collaborative effort with national, state, and 

local partners the EPA will develop guidance, 

provide technical assistance, and target 

funding to increase the sustainability of  

water infrastructure.  For more information 

please visit: www.epa.gov/infrastructure. 

Emerging Energy Conservation 

Measures Can Reduce Wastewater 

Utilities Energy Consumption 

In October the EPA dedicated a page on their  

website to wastewater technology.  This page 

provides information on innovative and 

emerging energy conservation measures, 

which can help wastewater utilities reduce 

energy consumption.  By accessing this page  

municipal utility owners, and operators, can 

find information on cost-effective energy 

management, and energy conservation  

measures and technologies, for reducing  

total energy usage in their wastewater  

treatment facilities.  All site data has been  

developed from literature sources, with help 

on the project coming 

from manufacturers and  

operating facilities.  For 

more information please 

visit: www.epa.gov/

scitech/wastetech. 
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Page 2                                                 From the State...                                               WaterWise 

The Kansas Department of Health 

and Environment’s Bureau of Water 

is now accepting proposals for  

nonpoint source pollution abatement 

projects.  Funding for these projects 

is made available by the Green  

Project Reserve portion of the FY 

2010 Kansas Water Pollution Control 

Revolving Fund.  Selected projects 

will receive funds in the form of 

loans, with principal forgiveness.  

Eligible projects may be submitted 

by state and local 

government agencies, 

public universities, 

and nonprofit  

organizations.   

Submitted projects 

should focus on water 

quality, with the goals 

of restoring or maintaining natural 

hydrology, and promoting  

sustainable water  

resources  

management.  For 

more information 

please visit: 

www.kdheks.gov/

nps/index.html. 

KDHE Calls for Proposal for Nonpoint Source Projects 

Arbitrator Sides with Kansas in Multiyear Dispute with Nebraska 

On October 7, 2010 an arbitrator 

sided with Kansas in a pair of  

disputes over the use of water from 

the Republican River.  Specifically the 

arbitrator’s decision stated that  

Nebraska could not continue to over

-use water that naturally would flow 

to Kansas and simply pay fines for it.  

Changes offered up by Nebraska, 

which would provide the state with 

water credits if the state paid for 

their violations of the Republican 

River contract, were also rejected by  

the arbitrator.  Attorney General  

Steve Six assured Kansans that the 

state would, “Continue to pursue the 

water they are entitled to under the  

Republican River Compact and  

litigation settlement 

terms.”  Division of 

Water Resources 

Chief Engineer, David 

Barfield, also was 

greatly encouraged 

by the ruling and 

noted that the  

Department of  Agriculture and DWR 

would, “Continue to assert Kansans’  

water rights in this case.”  The  

arbitrator also ruled in favor of  

Kansas in regards to Colorado’s 

planned pipeline  to offset the  

effects of  

groundwater  

depletion.  

For more 

information  

on this  

ruling and 

the full 

story, please visit: www.ksda.gov/

interstate_water_issues.  

Water and the Future of Kansas Conference Recap 

The Water and the Future of Kansas 

Conference was held on October 

26th, at the Capitol Plaza Hotel in 

Topeka, Kansas.  The Conference 

consisted of one morning general 

session, a lunch presentation on The 

state economy, and two afternoon 

general sessions.  The morning  

general session focused on the key  

issues involving water in Kansas, 

including presentations by former 

Governor Mike Hayden, Secretary of 

the Kansas Department of Wildlife 

and Parks, on sustaining 

Kansas water resources 

and Secretary of  

Agriculture, Josh Svaty, 

on the structure of  

sustainability.    

Afternoon breakout  

sessions included  

presentations on  

watershed sedimentation, water 

quality, watershed conservation, 

municipal water  

sustainability, and   

nutrient management.  

For a full conference 

agenda and  

presentations please 

visit:  

www.dce.k-state.edu/. 
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Johnson County Stormwater Solutions Tour a Success 

What is the REAP Water Resources Committee? 

In 2007, the Water Resources Committee was formed as a subset committee of REAP with the purpose of 

serving as a regional forum and informational resource for water quality and quantity issues in South Central 

Kansas . The Committee is currently comprised of 27 cities and counties. The WRC also serves as a regional 

voice on behalf of the members before federal, state and regional agencies. Interested communities can at-

tend our meetings and contact the  Committee’s Executive Officer, Dane Baxa, at the information below to 

learn more about the Committee.   

WaterWise  

c/o REAP  Water Resources Committee 

Hugo Wall School 

1845 Fairmount, Campus Box 155 

Wichita, KS 67260 

Feedback and topic suggestions are welcome! 

Please contact Dane Baxa  

Phone: (316) 978-6638 

E-mail: dane.baxa@wichita.edu 

Website: www.reap-ks.org 

On October 14th REAP WRC  

Members, community leaders, and 

environmental educators traveled 

to Johnson County for the 2010 

Stormwater Solutions Tour.  The 

trip featured lunch and a tour of  

Johnson County’s Extension Office, 

followed by presentations on  

various stormwater projects, and  

site visits of several Johnson Co. 

facilities and projects.  During the 

trip participants learned how  

Johnson County communities 

solved stormwater problems,  

finding that the county preferred 

plants over pipelines to control 

stormwater runoff and preserve 

water quality.  

With the help 

of a 0.2% sales 

tax, passed by 

the Kansas 

State  

Legislature in 

1988, Johnson 

County was 

able to acquire 

funding for 

stormwater development.  Johnson 

County  was the only county to 

take advantage of the sales tax, 

and since them has raised over 

$200 million to pay for a network 

of wetlands, and other natural  

filtering systems. 

These systems  

allowed for the 

creation of new 

parks and  

increased value for 

residential  

developers.  

Through this tour, 

the GreenWay  

Alliance and REAP 

hope to spur ideas for managing  

stormwater within the region.  For 

more information on Johnson 

County’s Stormwater Management 

Program please visit: 

www.stormwater.joco.org and 

Equus Beds Aquifer Model Being Developed by U.S. Geological Survey 

In cooperation with DWR, GMD #2, and the City of 

Wichita, The U.S. Geological Survey is in the process 

of building a groundwater model of the Equus Beds 

aquifer in  south-central Kansas.  Through this effort 

the City of Wichita will be able to quantify the  

operations of the Aquifer Storage and Recover Project 

and more accurately monitor the transportation of  

chlorides in the Arkansas River.  The model may also 

be used for refining estimates of the region’s safe 

yield for the purposes of granting new  

appropriations.  For more 

information on the Equus 

Beds aquifer groundwater 

model and past models, 

please visit: 

www.ksda.gov/dwr. 
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