
Summary Report 
Our Economic Future: A Regional Summit for Leaders 

• State can offer legitimacy to efforts, thereby generating momentum 
 
Getting the Word Out/All Cylinders Firing at Once: 

• Individual initiative 
• Build a entrepreneurial culture in education system 
• Cultivate the imagination of students to give them a bigger tool box to work from 
• Use word of mouth, grassroots, network partnerships 

 
Where are We as a Region? / Are We an Entrepreneurial Region?: 

• Region is positioned to take advantage of opportunities 
• Should move to capitalize on the Midwestern attitude 
• Opportunity to be the center of the universe in emerging areas, i.e. bio-sciences, 

technology 
 
Accounting for Venture Capital Gap: 

• State influx in funding commercialization of technology 
• Developing entrepreneurial atmosphere with targeted funding 
• Attack regional economic clusters by framing the issue and gaining momentum 
• Resources exist but not properly utilized, i.e. Network Kansas, Angle Network, 

Meridian 6, Small Business Development Centers 
• Inherent barrier in high risk, high growth is time frame for incubation; turning a 

profit takes time and patience a lot of investors don’t have 
 
Steps Taken to Expose Young Professionals to Opportunity: 

• Education has been pivotal; rethinking of entitlement mentality 
• Rewarding innovation and creativity can instill spirit 
• Involvement of Junior Achievement 
• Kansas Career Pipeline, web-based career exploration tool that connects 

students to businesses 
• Must redirect priorities in an evolving society; dynamic curriculum is needed.  
• Attracting the right people to Kansas; what does attract young people? 

 
How to Teach Entrepreneurship: 

• Rethinking education system, K-16 
• Project based learning environment 
• Use arts to instill creativity and genesis of learning 
• Early intervention is key to success 
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