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ÂUrbanization adversely affects the quality 

of streams, aquifers, and sediment

ÂUrban water-quality trends: the good news 

and the bad news 

ÂAdverse effects on stream ecosystems 

begin as soon as urbanization occurs

ÂNew technology makes monitoring of 

stormwater quality easier

Major Stories
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National Geographic Society, September 2009 Issue
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New York 2009
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USGS Fact Sheet 188-99



Trends in Urbanization: Atlanta

1990-2000 population increase ~ 69,000 per  year

Urban land area increased  ~47%


