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REAP Successful during the 2007 Legislative Session

The 2007 Kansas Legislature approved most of REAP’s agenda items. The Legislature met for
Sine Die, the normally ceremonial end of the session on Tuesday, May 14™. The legislature
approved measures to assist the town of Greensburg following the terrible event that occurred
earlier this spring.

Affordable Airfares

The legislature approved the second year of full funding in House Bill 2368, the first budget bill
of the session. The provision within the bill funds the program at $5 million for Fiscal Year
2008 (FY2008), which begins July 1. No changes were offered to the program during the
session.

This summer will begin the required reports to the legislative budget committee during the
interim. Dates for the committee have not been finalized at this time.

National Institute of Aviation Research

The “mega” budget bill approved earlier in the session included $2.5 million in funding for
Fiscal Year 2008 that begins on July 1. The original request from WSU and the aviation industry
was for $5 million for FY 2008. The Governor in her budget presented to the legislature
recommended $2.5 million.

The budget negotiators for the Omnibus Appropriations bill agreed to add an additional $2.25
million for FYY 2008, bringing the total to $4.75 million for the upcoming fiscal year.

Wildlife and Parks Funding

The Kansas Department of Wildlife & Parks received additional finding this session to extend
the half price admissions initiative which began last year. The extra dollars will extend the pilot
project through December 31, 2008.

The total amount added was $2.2 million from the Park Fee Fund and the State General Fund
(SGF).

Gaming

The Legislature took no further action on gaming during the wrap-up session. The original bill,
Senate Bill 66, which passed during the regular session, is the law.
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