
Proposed Flex Account Changes 
 



 Producers could choose from three options for a 5-
year flex account providing multi-year flexibility 
without increasing long-term water use 

1. Average Historic Water Use (2000 to 2009) 
▪ Current system without a 10% conservation factor 

2. County Net Irrigation Requirement (NIR) for the 
maximum acres reported irrigated (2000 to 2009) 
▪ Max Reported Acres x NIR x 110% 

3. A system promulgated by the Groundwater 
Management Districts  
▪ Must be accepted by the chief engineer 

 



 Finney County: 872 acre-feet 

 (5 years x 130 acres x 16.1 inches / 12 inches) 

 Pratt County:  758 acre-feet 

 (5 years x 130 acres x 14.0 inches / 12 inches) 

 Thomas County: 812 acre-feet 

  (5 years x 130 acres x 15.0 inches / 12 inches ) 

 



 Those with drought emergency term permits 
will be allowed to convert their drought 
emergency permit to a multi-year flex 
account if they also agree to reduce the 5-
year flex account by the amount of the 2011 
overuse 

 Offers producers greater flexibility in 
compensating for their 2011 water use 
overage over the next 5 years 
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 The Chief Engineer offered a one-time sign 
up for Drought Emergency Term Permits. 

 In short these emergency permits suspend your 
base water right and give a term permit equal to 
you base quantity x 2.  IE 100 Af= 200Af  

 For use in 2011 and 2012 

 Base Right Is Suspended 

 Applications must be filed by December 31, 2011 

 







“The return of La Niña elevates the chances for persistence across most of 

the exceptional drought areas of the southern Plains.”  



 Average Water Use From 2000 to 2009 x 5 
 Requires 10% conservation factor 
 Example: 

▪ Average Use 2000-2009 = 100 AF 

▪ 100 x 5 = 500 AF 

▪ 500 AF x 10% conservation factor= 50 AF 

▪ 500 AF- 50 AF= 450 AF 

▪ 5 year allocation= 450 AF 
 If significant water conservation measures were 

implemented during the period from 2000 to 2009 
we can consider years prior to implementation. 

 Base water right is suspended 

 


