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Time to Complete
Diversion Works

• Approved permit allows the balance of the 
current year plus one year to complete 
diversion works.

• Opportunity for one year extensions.• Opportunity for one year extensions.
• Extension requests must be submitted 

prior to the original time to complete and 
show good cause.  

• An application approved today would carry 
a complete by date of December 31, 2010.



Diversion Works

• ``Diversion works'' means any well, pump, power 
unit, power source, dam, and any other devices 
necessary to bring water under control for 
delivery to a distribution system by which the 
water will be distributed to the proposed use and water will be distributed to the proposed use and 
any other equipment required as a condition of 
the permit, including a check valve, water level 
measurement tube, meter, or other measuring 
device.



Perfection Period

• A reasonable time to perfect a water right 
for municipal use shall be no fewer than 
20 full calendar years plus the remainder 
of the calendar year in which the of the calendar year in which the 
application was approved.

• An application approved today would carry 
a perfect by date of 2030. 

• Progress report at a 10-year interval.



Perfection Extensions

• Extensions of time to perfect a water right 
for municipal use of water that can be 
justified may be extended in five-year 
increments after the original 20-year time increments after the original 20-year time 
period to perfect the water right has 
elapsed. 



Opportunity for Longer Perfection 
Periods

• Can be considered if necessary to justify 
purchase or construction of infrastructure related 
to the diversion, treatment, or distribution of 
water that actually is being built, the original time 
to perfect a water right for municipal use or other to perfect a water right for municipal use or other 
public entity, including a utility, may be extended 
for a period not to exceed a total time to perfect 
of 40 years.



Closed and Restricted Areas



Availability of Water in 
Fully Appropriated or 

Closed Areas
• In areas closed to new appropriations of 

water, additional water use for population 
growth or new industry can only be 
accommodated through purchase and accommodated through purchase and 
conversion of existing water rights.

• Changes must pertain the same local
source of supply.  

• Changes from irrigation to another use 
such as municipal must not increase 
consumptive use.  



Why DWR Considers
Consumptive Use
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Water Use Reporting

• File annually by March 1, of each calendar 
year.

• Penalty for late or unfiled reports.
– $250 per file number– $250 per file number
– Reduced penalty of $50 per file number, if 

reports filed by June 1.

• Documents continued need.







Abandonment

• All water rights must be used for beneficial 
purposes and may be considered abandoned if 
not used for a period of 5 consecutive years, 
unless it can be demonstrated that the right was 
not used for due and sufficient cause.not used for due and sufficient cause.

• Use of alternate source of water is a due and 
sufficient cause. (K.A.R. 5-7-1)

• Point of Diversion (Well or Pumpsite) must be 
maintained in an operable condition.



Water Management 
Trends

• Areas increasingly becoming fully appropriated 
and/or closed to new appropriations.  

• Increased need to change existing rights to 
accommodate changing needs and different accommodate changing needs and different 
uses in fully appropriated or closed areas. 

• Increased use of metering 
• Increased need for water conservation
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