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Aviation Industry Clusters 

Existing Global Aviation Clusters: 

ÅDallas-Fort Worth 

ÅMontreal 

ÅPuget Sound / Seattle 

ÅToulouse 

ÅSouth Central Kansas 

 

 

Other Global Competitors:  

Å Canada 

Å Brazil 

Å Mexico 

Å European Union 

Å Russia 

Å Japan 

Å China 

Å North Carolina / South 

Carolina 

Did you know?é 
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Kansas Aviation Companies By County 

Did you know?é 



N  A  T  I  O  N  A  L    I  N  S  T  I  T  U  T  E    F O R    A  V  I  A  T  I  O  N    R  E  S  E  A  R  C  H 
 

4 

Did you know?é 
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The National Institute for Aviation Research provides: 

Å research 

Å certification testing 
Å technology transfer 

Å training 

 

to: 

Å aerospace industry 

Å aviation-related companies 

Å non-aviation companies 

Å federal aviation research sponsors 

 

Did you know?é 
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Industry 
47% 

Federal 
41% 

Aviation 
Research 

9% 

University 
2% 

KTEC 
1% 

Did you know?é 

FY2011 Operating Budget  :  $49.4 million  
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 - 167 full/part-time 

 - 147 student lab technicians 

 

 - Employeesõ salaries are not state-funded. 

 - Each lab must earn the revenue to maintain 

   its staff 

 

NIAR employs more than 300 

Did you know?é 
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Did you know?é 

2006 2005 2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 2008 2009 2010 2007 1997 

$10.4 $11.2 
$12.6 

$15.2 
$17.2 

$18.2 $18.3 
$20.2 

$25.6 

$35.8 $35.3 $35.8 

$39.4 

$45.4 

$49.4 
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Growth Trends 
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Did you know?é 

FAA  Advanced 

Materials Budget 

$1.00  » $ 0.78 to WSU 

Federal  $$ Breakdown 
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Did you know?é 

NIAR Locations 
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New Aircraft Model Development  

(Time)  

1ï 5 Yrs  

Aircraft Development Cycle 
(single company) 

Did you know?é 
 

How we develop laboratories  
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Aircraft Development Cycle  
(multi-company) 
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New Aircraft Model Development  
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consistent laboratory need 

Company A ï 1 yr 

Company B ï 2 yr 

Company C ï 3 yr 

Company D ï 4 yr 

Company E ï 5 yr 

Did you know?é 
 

How we develop laboratories  
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Did you know?é         We donôt just test aircraft 
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National Tanker Recapitalization Approach 
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Structural Teardown Aging Aircraft Research 

(STAAR) Facility ï Augusta, KS 

KC-135 
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Other Teardown Programs 

C-5A Structural Teardown  
F-16C Static Test Article 

Teardown (Fuselage Only)  

C-130 Center Wing Box 

Teardown  

B-52 Wing and System 

Component Teardown  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cc/Lockheed_C-130_Hercules.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:F-16_June_2008.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Usaf.c5.galaxy.750pix.jpg
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Life Extension and  

Fatigue 

Inboard Wing Skin 

Joint Cross Section 

Å At the end of life of an aircraft, it is 

difficult to properly apply modern 

risk based methods to develop 

extension/inspection requirements 

Å This program will look at ways to 

extend the life of the wing root 

joint for an F-18 

Did you know?é 
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Did you know?é 
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Did you know?é 
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This is 

Wichita State! 

Predator Ground Control Station 


