





KANSAS BOARD OF REGENTS

March 18, 2011

Senator Carolyn McGinn, Chairwoman Senator Laura Kelly, Ranking Member
Committee on Ways & Means Committee on Ways & Means
Statehouse, Room 545-S Statehouse, Room 125-E

Topeka, KS 66612 . Topeka, KS 66612

Dear Chairwoman McGinn and Ranking Member Kelly:

On behalf of the Kansas Board of Regents 1 write to you in support of SB 235, legislation that would create
a multi-year program to directly address the critical workforce shortage of engineering graduates. This
legislation would allow Kansas State University, the University of Kansas, and Wichita State University to
expand their current capacity for educating engineering students in order to meet future workforce
demands. The Board of Regents fully supports and endorses SB 235 and its goal to increase engineering
graduates by 60% for the State of Kansas.

Recognizing the significant economic return and vital role engineering programs play for our state, Senate
President Morris urged the Board to begin working on this initiative a few years ago, in a collaborative
effort with our campus and industry leaders. We understand industries that employ engineers will be a
major engine in the economic recovery of Kansas. Expanding the capacity for educating engineering
students is an investment in the economic recovery of Kansas. According to a recent study conducted by
Goss & Associates for the Board of Regents, it takes the State of Kansas less than three years to recoup the
investment in an engineering graduate.

The Board of Regents welcomes the opportunity to administer the program that SB 235 would create to
facilitate the development of human capital that meets increased needs of the state. Engineering graduates
play a critical role in advancing the economic vitality of Kansas, and the Board is appreciative of the
leadership and vision that has produced this university engineering initiative.

Thank you for your consideration and favorable support of SB 235.

Sincerely,
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Dr. Andy Tompkins
President & CEO
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March 18, 2011

Senator Carolyn McGinn

Chair of Senate Ways and Means
P.O. Box A

Sedgwick, Kansas 67135

Dear Senator:

Burns & McDonnell was founded in 1898 in Kansas City by two engineers who had a dream and a plan.
For 113 years, the employee-owners of Burns & McDonnell have carried out that plan and have grown
from those first two engineers to more than 3,000 employee-owners. We owe a great deal of gratitude
that our growth has been supported by the quality of graduates from our local Kansas universities.

Burns & McDonnell employs more than 260 graduates of the University of Kansas, more than 225
graduates from Kansas State University and more than a dozen from Wichita State. That’s more than 500
graduates, and we could easily add to that number.

Our firm engineers airports, highways and bridges, power plants, hospitals, industrial facilities, process
and petrochemical plants, transmission and distribution of power, environmental remediation, and more.
We design what the world needs. And, the world needs more engineers...Kansas needs more engineers.

We believe that our continued growth is highly dependent on the growth of enrollment in engineering
studies, and in particular, graduates from the University of Kansas, Kansas State University and Wichita
State University. Our firm has made STEM initiatives at the middle school and high school levels part of
our strategic plans to assist in the interest of engineering careers. Quite simply, we believe we at Burns &
Mac have a responsibility to create more engineers.

Throughout our firm’s history, Burns & McDonnell has given hundreds of thousands of dollars to our
Kansas universities, and we will proudly continue that tradition. 1 know our partners in industry share
that responsibility as well, but this initiative will provide the financial support that is required to create
our regions continued success.

1 hope you’l] join me in continuing to support this investment in our future.

Most sincerely,

Greg M. Graves

President, CEO and Chairman
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